MEDWAY & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION

DANCE OF THE MONTH

	Month:
	April 2019

	
	

	Dance:
	The Swan and the Tay

	
	

	Format:
	32-bar strathspey

	
	3 couples

	
	Set shape: Longwise - 3

	
	

	Devised by:
	Audrey Saunders

	
	

	Publication:
	Scottish Country Dances for Perth 800

RSCDS Leaflet Dances 1964-1998 and Other Dances

	
	

	Comments:
	The Perth & Perthshire Branch Newsletter "The Highland Gateway" for January 2011 has the following text:

"From locally here in Perth, Scotland, the links spread internationally to Perth, Western Australia where the RSCDS Branch was asked to contribute a reel and a strathspey in honour of the Perth 800 anniversary. The dances “The Swan and the Tay” (which represents the two city rivers) and “Perth meets Perth” (representing dancers crossing the world to join together in the dance) were submitted. Appropriately their tunes “Mo Rutherford’s compliments to Frank Thomson” and Jim Johnston’s “The Carse of Gowrie” were arranged by Mo Rutherford, former RCDS Musical Director, and of course one of Perth‘s best known musicians."

So this dance comes from Perth (Australia), but was published in Scotland in the RSCDS booklet "Perth 800".

	
	

	Instructions:

THE SWAN AND THE TAY  (S3x32)  3C set                                                                   Audrey Saunders Perth 800

1 -8
1s dance Figs 8 own sides dancing in & down to start (giving hands where possible)

9-16
1s cross down to dance reels of 3 on opp sides (joining hands where possible) & 1s end facing 1st corners, 2s end in 1st place

17-20
1s dance Corners Pass+Turn with 1st cnrs, pass RSh on bar 20 to face 2nd cnrs

21-24
1s dance Corners Pass+Turn with 2nd cnrs. Pass RSh on bar 24 to end 2nd place own sides

25-32
All set, all cross RH, all chase clockwise 1/2 way round to own sides  3 1 2
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